








70  /  WMR  / October-November 2017

LAST WORD

VICTORIAN ENVIRONMENT MINISTER LILY D’AMBROSIO PROVIDES AN UPDATE 
ON THE GOVERNMENT’S POSITION ON A RANGE OF TOPICS.

Victoria’s latest waste plan

QPrograms such as the War on 
Waste have recently brought 
attention to a lack of a 

business model for coffee cup recycling 
and state-wide bans on plastic bags.
What is the government’s position on 
these issues?
We welcome any development that 
increases the recycling of disposable 
coffee cups. The packaging industry 
is already working to address this 
problem. The Australian Packaging 
Covenant (APC) Strategic Plan 2017-22 
focuses on the diversion of 50 per cent 
of disposable coffee cups from landfill. 

Accepting disposable coffee cups in 
recycling is one of a number of possible 
solutions, including investigating source 
solutions through improved packaging 
materials and promoting the use of 
reusable cups. 
In regards to plastic bags, we’re 
engaging with industry and the 
community to identify the most 
effective and appropriate approach to 
reduce their impact in Victoria. A ban 
on single-use, lightweight “supermarket 
style” plastic bags, consistent with other 
jurisdictions, is one of the options being 
considered. 

Q. What action is the government 
taking to address the impact of 
pollution from recycling fires?
We’re overhauling the Environment 
Protection Act to ensure that the 
independent regulator can protect 
the Victorian community and the 
environment from the impacts of 
pollution and waste. 

We’re putting a general preventative 
duty at the heart of the new act which 
will require everyone, including 
operators of sites like that at Coolaroo, 
to take reasonably practicable steps to 

minimise risks of harm from pollution 
and waste. 

We are also significantly increasing 
penalties for those who don’t properly 
manage their risks, and investing $162.5 
million in the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) to build its capabilities 
to prevent and reduce harm. 

The Interim Waste Management 
Policy, announced on 29 August, 
outlines requirements for appropriate 
storage of stockpiled combustible waste 
materials, requiring risk assessment 
by operators and compliance with fire 
services guidelines. 

Q: The Government recently completed 
long-term plans for waste and recovery. 
How do these plans align with the rest 
of its landfill reduction processes? 
The Andrews Labor Government 
recently finalised the Victorian Waste 
and Resource Recovery Planning 
Framework, which sets out how we will 
safely manage our waste over the next 
30 years. 
The framework comprises a Statewide 
Waste and Resource Recovery 
Infrastructure Plan, seven regional 
waste plans and three priority strategies 
(organics, market development and 
education). The framework will ensure 
that waste infrastructure is in the right 
place at the right time. Some of the 
broad goals of the framework are to 
reduce the amount of waste that is 
disposed of to landfill, develop markets 
for recycled products and ensure that 
management and operation of waste 
facilities, including landfills, meet 
international best practice standards.

The Metropolitan Waste and 
Resource Recovery Implementation 
Plan sets out how we will deal with the 
waste created by Melbourne’s growing 

population over the next 10 years. 
Implementing the metropolitan plan 

will establish a suite of new, improved 
and expanded infrastructure by 2026. 
This will include new, advanced 
technology facilities to recover 
resources from Melbourne’s residual 
municipal waste and new organics 
facilities to recover and process 600,000 
tonnes of organic waste annually, 
such as household and commercial 
food waste. This also encompasses 
technologies (including waste to energy 
facilities) that manage waste near where 
it’s produced. There will also be new 
and improved resource recovery centres 
and transfer stations across Melbourne.

The Andrews Labor Government 
is already delivering on these actions, 
announcing two major agreements with 
councils earlier this year that put us on 
track to meet the metropolitan plan’s 
interim target of 400,000 tonnes per 
annum of organics processing capacity 
by 2021.

Development of the Andrews Labor 
Government’s election commitment 
to ban e-waste from landfills is also on 
track to take effect in mid-2018. 



Save time, money and valuable airspace with 
Tarpomatic’s alternate daily cover system.  Tarpomatic’s 
heavy duty construction and interchangeable spools make 
it the only long-term solution for landfills large or small.

With machines more than 15 years old it’s no wonder more 
landfills prefer the reliability that Tarpomatic provides. With 
it’s rugged construction and ease of operation, Tarpomatic 
provide’s landfill operators with the only long-term solution 
to cover waste on a daily basis. 

Contact us today on
1300 TARPED (1300 827 733) 

sales@tarpomatic.com.au
www.tarpomatic.com.au

ADAPTABLE. 
RELIABLE. 
BUILT TO LAST.
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GCM Enviro is a leading distributor for the latest in waste management equipment including state-of-the-art screeners, shredders 
and compost turners. GCM Enviro has a strong reputation for quality machinery and product support of top quality equipment 

from world-renowned manufacturers.

Ph: 02 9457 9399 www.gcmenviro.com Email: info@gcmenviro.com.au

THE FUTURE OF

IS HERE
COMPOSTING
Did you know that composting can actually save you money?
Meet the pair that does it all
Did you know that composting can actually save you money?

Backhus A 55

• 245 kW diesel power motor
•  Impressive  turning performance of 

up to 6800m³/h
•  From 3m to 7.5m wide windrows 

depending on model

Terra Select T60

• High performance
• Customizable for any task
• Low fuel consumption
• 35m² screening area

W80

•  Continuous adjustable cleaning level
•  Throughput rates up to 120 m³/h
•  Energy effi cient Direct Drive
•  Hopper with metering roller

•  Continuous adjustable cleaning level
•  Throughput rates up to 120 m³/h


